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2. Civil Society Engagement:

The meeting was chaired by Dr. Bright Okogu, Head, Oil & Gas accounting
Unit, Federal Ministry of Finance.

He gave an update of the EITI Nigeria team, particularly its leadership role in
the global initiative.

The meeting acknowledged the progress of the EITI Nigeria Team and agreed
that more work is required to ensure that Civil Society groups can better
engage the National Stakeholders Working Group (NSWG).

The meeting agreed that the role of Civil Society (CS) should be to monitor
the progress and processes of the EITI Nigeria Team. It was agreed that CS
required capacity building and training on the Extractive Industry to enable
them ask the right questions, particularly of the figures from the planned audit
of the Extractive Industry.

The meeting agreed that funding for the Capacity Building for Civil Society
would have to be funded by Government and Development Agencies for now,
until alternative and sustainable local (Private, Nigerian) funding sources or
mechanisms are identified.

The meeting asked Dr. Asobie to make a request to the NSWG for the
following:

o A session at the EITI Conference to be dedicated to CS issues

o Funding for road shows to take the message to the grassroots and
receive inputs from there

o Use of community radios especially in local languages

a Greater partnership and decentralisation of EITI information flows
through setting up of Public Information Centres in the regions

The meeting agreed to meet once in three months and set up a five man
Action Committee to set the Strategy and Agenda for CS involvement in EITI
Nigeria activities. The members are:

Emma Ezeazu

Ademola Ariyo

Hajia Binta Ahmed

H. Assisi Asobie

Joanna Maduka

EITI Secretariat Secretary
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The meeting ended with a call for greater cooperation between the NSWG
and Civil Society groups.

Dr. Bright Okogu
Meeting Chair



